
Wolfe Garage, Kentish VW motor caravan specialists, had a 

stand right next to the famous racing circuit. 

Just a part of the biggest collection of motor caravans ever 

seen in Britain. 

Air-cooled models outnumber 
water-cooled at biggest ever 
parade of V W caravans 
Chris Burlace reporting 

Rain did nothing to deter the crowds. The Autosleeper L T drew a ceaseless stream of admirers. 

T he (Third) National Motor Caravan Fair 
at Brands Hatch brought together the 
largest display of Volkswagen motor 

caravans ever seen. Ten conversions on the new 
VW air-cooled van were on offer and seven 
different models on the water-cooled LT. If 
the still-to-be-sold new conversions of the 
superseded Type 2 were added the choice of 
models for the VW enthusiast soared to well 
over 20, while the selection was broadened 
still more by plentiful stocks of secondhand 
VWs on the exhibitors' stands. 

WOLFSBURG BAN 
A wet weekend, with the sun only getting 

the upper hand late on the Sunday, did 
nothing to keep the crowds away. On the 
camping fields and in the car parks Volks
wagens of all kinds were the largest single 
species, their owners had come to see — 
gathered together for the first time — the 

offerings on the new, bri l l iantly designed VW 
air-cooled commercial. 

The edict from Wolfsburg that the two 
bows extending across the roof of the new 
VW van forward and to the rear of the side 
door should not be cut has limited the scope 
for variety in layouts. Kitchen facil ities are 
invariably grouped along the offside of the 
conversion and the main bed is formed over 
the engine deck at the rear. 

Side-lifting elevating roofs have gained in 
popularity and were seen on Devon, Danbury, 
Invincible and Motorhomes International 
conversions. All have f i rm based upper berths 
instead of roll-out bunks and the Danbury has 
a unique electrically powered roof elevating 
mechanism. 

Holdsworth and Howard-Lange VW 
conversions retain straight pop-up roofs, not 
quite as spacious as the side-lifter but offering 

less target for the wind in bad weather. 
If the new small VW has not permitted the 

converters to depart too far f rom established 
layouts it has brought a great emphasis on 
interior decor. Carpet is much in favour for 
t r im. Devon and Motorhomes International 
have opted for smooth plastic laminate 
finishes, Danbury choose pine woodwork, 
while natural wood veneers grace the furniture 
in Holdsworth 'vans (rosewood), and the 
Howard-Lange model which offers a choice of 
teak or oak. 

Despite the sameness of layouts f rom the 
various converters there has been plenty of 
ingenuity exercised to improve camping com
fort in the VW. Seating in the caravan area is 
generally improved and the pivoting table 
using a Desmo island leg is common to 
improve accessibility and f lexibi l i ty of the 
layouts. 
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From Motorhomes International the The spacious interior of the Mirage L T 
'Trans Europa' L T with roof rack elevating roof model from Motorhomes 
equipped high top. International. 

The new Nevada L T model from The beautifully fitted interior of an RGA 
Pampas Motor Caravans. high top on the old Type 2 VW. 

SWIVELL ING SEATS 
T h e pr ize f o r i n n o v a t i o n m u s t go t o t he 

M o t o r h o m e s I n t e r n a t i o n a l mode ls , a l t h o u g h 
w h e n it comes t o f in ish a n d w o r k m a n s h i p I 
feel t h a t t hey are b e h i n d several o f t he i r 
r ivals. T h e i r Xplorer and Hustler convers ions 
fea tu re sw ive l l i ng cab seats w h i c h p e r m i t a 
second, two-sea te r d i n e t t e in the cab area, 
w h i l e the Super Spacemaker r oo f gives 
un r i va l l ed u p p e r bed a c c o m m o d a t i o n and head
r o o m . The Hus t le r even has a h o t w a t e r sys tem, 
t he f i rs t t i m e ever on a series p r o d u c t i o n 
smal l V W conve rs i on . 

A b r a n d - n e w m o d e l unve i led at the Fa i r 
was a h igh t o p vers ion o f the X p l o r e r , a 2 -be r th 
p e r m i t t i n g t he rear p o r t i o n o f the h igh t o p t o be 
g iven over t o an e n o r m o u s storage l ocke r 
w h i l e the over-cab roo f sec t ion is p r o v i d e d w i t h 
a r o o f rack. Ins ide I l i ked the carpe t t r i m 
neat ly c o n t i n u e d a r o u n d the w i n d o w s and the 
p rov i s ion of an enc losed, ba lanced f l ue heater . 

Prices o f t he new a i r - coo led V W m o t o r 
caravans range f r o m jus t u n d e r £ 6 , 3 0 0 , f o r the 
j u s t - i n t r o d u c e d D a n b u r y Travalette, s imp le b u t 
versat i le l i ke t he ear ly D a n b u r y s , t o over 
£ 8 , 1 0 0 . 

F o r the larger L T conve rs ion pr ices n o w 
star t a r o u n d £ 1 1 , 0 0 0 and i t is n o t d i f f i c u l t t o 
par t w i t h over £ 1 3 , 0 0 0 ! H o w e v e r , a t the Fai r 
there was p l e n t y o f cho ice f o r those w i t h t ha t 
sor t o f m o n e y b u r n i n g a ho le in t h e i r pocke t s 
and perhaps m o r e va r ie ty t h a n was o f f e r e d on 
the smal ler V W . 

LT TOP A W A R D 
A n L T th is year t o o k t he t o p a w a r d at 

Brands H a t c h , t h e m a g n i f i c e n t si lver t r o p h y 
awarded t o t he M o t o r Caravan of t he Year . I 
was n o t surpr ised t o see th is cove ted pr ize go 
t o the A u t o s l e e p e r conve rs ion of t he L T 2 8 , a 
'van w h i c h m u c h impressed me w h e n f i r s t 
s h o w n last w i n t e r . 

T h e i m m a c u l a t e l i gh t oak f u r n i t u r e and 
superb t r i m o f t h e Au tos l eepe r m u s t have w o n 
i t h igh marks b u t c r e d i t f o r t he des ign raised 
its score t o a w i n n i n g t o t a l . T h e spacious and 
c o m f o r t a b l e rear d i n e t t e seat ing conve r t s to a 
large d o u b l e b e d , w h i l e above i t u p h o l s t e r e d 
sect ions s to red beneath the roo f level lockers 
can be u n f o l d e d t o make single beds o r 
a n o t h e r g ian t d o u b l e . T h e r e is a we l l e q u i p p e d 
t o i l e t c o m p a r t m e n t , h o t w a t e r s y s t e m , large 
f r i dge , l ouv red w i n d o w s , and f l ysc reen p ro tec 
ted ven t i l a t o r s . 

C o m p e t i t i o n was h o t f r o m the o t h e r b ig 
Vo l kswagens on show, howeve r . T h e Devon 
Royalty, w i t h its neat and p rac t i ca l k i t c h e n 
l a y o u t and h igh eye appea l , scores h igh marks 

'• <vith the ladies. Th i s year the n u m b e r of its 
r ivals had g r o w n . 

N e w f r o m D e r b y came the h igh t o p 
Pampas Laredo, a stable ma te f o r t he Nevada 
elevat ing r o o f m o d e l o f t he L T w h i c h has been 
on the m a r k e t f o r a b o u t a year. Pampas M o t o r 
Caravans o f f e r a va r ie ty o f f l o o r p lans in the i r 
L T convers ions and I f o u n d the s tanda rd of 
mater ia ls and w o r k m a n s h i p t o be f i rs t -c lass. 
T h e y l o o k set t o f i l l the gap le f t by Ba r i ban , 
produce rs o f the exce l l en t V W convers ions 
f r o m N e w t o n A b b o t . 

M o t o r h o m e s I n t e r n a t i o n a l also p r o d u c e d a 
coup le of L T mode ls f o r the Fa i r . T h e i r Mirage 
m o d e l on t he L T 3 5 f i t t e d w i t h a g igan t i c 
Spacemaker e levat ing r o o f caters f o r t he larger 
f a m i l y , and has been p r o d u c e d p rev i ous l y in 
l e f t h a n d d r i ve f o r m f o r e x p o r t . I n o t e d a rear 
d i n e t t e l a y o u t , p l e n t y o f storage and d o u b l e 
glazed side w i n d o w s and a Carver Trumatic 
heater to e x t e n d the c a m p i n g season t o the 
ch i l l i e r m o n t h s . 

B r a n d new and c o m p l e t e d o n l y hours be fo re 
the Fai r o p e n e d , was t he L T Trans Europa h igh 
t o p . A 4 - b e r t h , t h i s fea tures a rear k i t c h e n and 
t o i l e t c o m p a r t m e n t , b o t h we l l e q u i p p e d , w h i l e 
the 4-seater d i n e t t e is l oca ted o p p o s i t e t he side 
d o o r . D o u b l e g laz ing and a heater p lus the g o o d 
i nsu la t i on o f the high t o p c o u l d make this 'van 
a g o o d p rospec t fo r y e a r - r o u n d use. 

£12,500 ' V A N 
For Fair-goers w i t h a r o u n d £ 1 2 , 5 0 0 t o 

spend w h o w a n t e d s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t 
Caval ier Caravans f r o m F e l i x s t o w e were show
ing a c u s t o m van c u m m o t o r caravan on an L T 
31 base veh ic le . T y p i c a l l y cus tom ised w i t h 
deep, t i n t e d w i n d o w s , eye-ca tch ing ex te rna l 
p a i n t w o r k and a m u c h - c a r p e t e d i n t e r i o r it 
nevertheless i nc l uded al l the necessit ies o f a 

m o t o r caravan and m o r e . A g o o d s h o w e r c o m 
p a r t m e n t , adequa te k i t c h e n fac i l i t i es and 
p l e n t y o f l ocke r space were b a c k e d u p by the 
necessary w a t e r heater and f r idge a n d the 
l u x u r y of w a r m air cen t ra l hea t ing and a s tereo 
sys tem. 

V W enthus ias ts m o r e t h a n ever b e f o r e g o t 
va lue for t he i r m o n e y (and it o n l y cost £ 3 . 4 5 
fo r a w e e k e n d ' s c a m p i n g p lus t w o days un
res t r i c ted access t o the e x h i b i t i o n ) w i t h all the 
new a i r - coo led mode l s on show as we l l as the 
g rea t l y en larged range o f L T conve rs ions . Even 
so I can t h i n k of a f e w mode l s t h a t we re n o t at 
B rands th i s year . Perhaps n e x t year the re c o u l d 
be as m a n y as 3 0 d i f f e r e n t V o l k s w a g e n m o t o r 
caravan mode l s at the Fa i r , m a k i n g i t even m o r e 
o f a d r a w f o r the fans o f t he W o l f s b u r g b u i l t 
'vans. 
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