
EXTRA 

Dawsons Danbury 
This is a very different de­
sign for a Volkswagen-based 
camper. The interior layout is 
the same style as the original 
Renegade which is built on the 
Bedford Rascal. The Rascal 
Renegade has proved such a 
success that Dawsons Dan-
bury have slotted the same 
concept into other base vehi­
cles such as the Nissan 
Vanette which made its debut 
at last year's Earls Court 
Show, and now the Volks­
wagen Transporter. 

We've already tested the 
others in the Renegade range. 

Our testers go fun camping in Big Red, 
the latest in the Renegade range 

The Nissan version came 
under our scrutiny in the 
February 1988 issue and the 
original Rascal-based model 
(which incidentally was in a 
similar red colour) featured 
back in April 1987. We christ­
ened that particular model Lit­
tle Red, so that must make 
this one Big Red. 

Despite a similar conversion 
going into the comparatively 

roomier surroundings of the 
VW, this is still very much an 
occasional camper rather than 

( It's the type of 
vehicle to be used 
not just for 
touring but as car 
and a load carrier 
during the week J 

a fully-fledged motor caravan. 
It's the type of vehicle to be 
used not just for touring but as 
a car and a load carrier during 
the week. And the dimensions 
of the VW mean that this vehi­
cle is not much longer or wider 
than an estate car. Particularly 
one which can carry up to six 
adults in comfort, if indeed 
there is such a thing. 

Big Red's distinctive colour 
- Volkswagen call it Marsala 
red - has the Danbury logo in 
black on the doors and elevat­
ing roof section in white. Addi­
tional side windows have been 

Plenty of seating is the plus point of the interior Storage at each side of the van - cupboards and deep lockers 

40 MOTOR CARAVAN MAGAZINE, November 1988  
www.vwT25camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T25 / T3 / Vanagon Campervans



You don't have to go to the fair to enjoy this fun camper 

Good-sized double bed is as easy to make as it is comfortable 

fitted by the converters - r e 
one on the offside slides coer 
for welcome ventilation for the 
rear seat passengers. A fin a1 

stylish touch to the exte-tc 
was the addition of an E te 
front spoiler in matching rec 

Our test vehicle had i r e 
standard VW running gea- - a 
78bhp petrol engine c c r - e c 
to a four-speed gea rco .'. e 
can't help feeling that - -e 
case of this Volkswagen en­
gine four gears are : e - ? ' 
than, or at least as gooc as 
the (optional) five. •'. : _ e 

Gfour gears are 
better than f ive 5 

four-speed you get a i 
tional s" ft : a ~ e ~ a - : --e • -a 
ra; c 5 ~ z~ "~-' ~_:_ 

gears compared to 24.8mpg 
for the five-speed. That's for a 
z e - z z - , = ' s : ~ Transporter. 

:a:a f c r ' . ' 5 Transpor-
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EST EXTRA 
-i'-ze-. e : Carave l le , wh ich is 
: • - : " = : _ . : cser to a motor 

are: at cons tan t 
-•z~z~. 23 .7mpg ( four -speed) 
a - : 33.1 mpg ( f i ve-speed) ; 
: _ . trie urban cyc le f igures 
S " A any apprec iab le differ­
ence - 20 .3mpg c o m p a r e d to 
n e f i ve -speed 's super io r 
2 5 . 9 m p g . 

Wha t these f igures fail to 
lake into account are dif fer­
ences in ind iv idual dr iver 's 
me thods of dr iv ing - it is p rob ­
ably safe to a s s u m e that a 
motor ca ravanne r wil l take 
more care in the dr iv ing of his 
veh ic le t han , say, s o m e o n e 
using it as a commerc ia l v a n . 
Four gears or f ive? Motor 
ca ravans are more economic ­
a l? Pe rhaps readers wou ld 
like to of fer us their op in ions . 

W e can only go by our o w n 
fuel consump t i on records for 
test veh ic les . Th is R e n e g a d e 
had just 30 mi les o n its c lock 
at the start of the test yet the 
eng ine felt a l ready wel l 
l oosened . Over our 584 mi les 
of test dr iv ing w e recorded an 
overa l l 2 3 m p g ; th is rose to 
2 7 m p g on a c ross-count ry run 
a long fast A - roads of s o m e 
150 mi les . 

Big Red did s e e m to be a 
part icular ly l ively per former . 
Th is cou ld be put d o w n to a 
n u m b e r of fac tors : the e levat­
ing roof des ign is obv ious ly 
more ae rodynamic . than a 
h igh- top; ins ide it's a fair ly 
s imp le convers ion wh ich 
m e a n s a l ighter ke rbwe igh t ; or 
qui te s imp ly the eng ine w a s in 
espec ia l ly f ine tune. Or cou ld it 
be that the R e n e g a d e felt fast­
er d u e to the sunny spel l dur-

Dinette arrangement just copes with four at meal times 
all new V W s wil l have a 
c igaret te l ighter - it p rov ides a 

ing wh ich we w e r e test ing the 
veh ic le? 

Even wi th a w e e k e n d ' s lug­
gage on board , Big Red 
cru ised comfor tab ly at 7 0 m p h 
wi th power in reserve . W e felt 
little effect f rom s ide w inds de ­
spi te s o m e very gus ty wea the r 
- the Elite spoi ler p layed its 
part here. A round town it w a s 
the usua l story for V W - b a s e d 
convers ions - no p rob lems . 

If there 's little to cr i t ic ise ab ­
out the V W ' s dr iveabi l i ty , un ­
for tunate ly the s a m e canno t 
be sa id about the cab . It's de ­
f ini tely feel ing its age in here -
equ ipmen t is kept to a ba re 
m i n i m u m with a c lock the on ly 
i tem you cou ld cons ider a lux­
ury. It's good n e w s to hear that 

•" Despite its 
billing as a 
budget-priced 
camper the 
Renegade is 
finished to a good 
standard as well 
has having 
features many 
other costlier 
motor caravans 
would like to 
boast J 

handy 12v socket in the cab 
wh i ch , especia l ly in the case 
of the Renegade , wou ld be 
usefu l for a coo lbox (a re­
f r igerator is not part of Big 
Red 's spec i f icat ion) . 

It's a lso good to hear that all 
new V o l k s w a g e n T ranspor te rs 
wil l have intermi t tent w ipe , 
dr iver 's door t ray and d ipp ing 
rear v iew mirror. That V W 
have only just got round to fit­
t ing these i tems just i f ies our 
c o m m e n t s about the base 
veh ic le . 

C a b a c c o m m o d a t i o n is 
more accep tab le . Sea ts are 
f i rm and suppor t i ve , be ing 
ad jus tab le for reach and rake, 
wi th the added safety of 
ad jus tab le head restra ints. 
S tandard t r im here is a f lecked 
grey tweed wh ich is both 
at t ract ive a n d hard -wear ing . 
Danbury have left the cab f loor 
t r im at Vo l kswagen ' s rubber 
mat t ing too - this of ten proves 
more pract ical than carpet . 

Passenge r seat ing is just as 
comfor tab le . In the back there 
are separa te rear fac ing seats 
a n d a fo rward fac ing bench 
seat . Uphols tery , p lus s ide 
wa l l pane l l ing , is a natty grey 
w o v e n mater ia l w i th red 
checks wh ich cont ras ts wel l 
wi th the exter ior co lour ing . A 
grey heavy - r ibbed f loor carpet 
a n d cord carpe t roof l ining 
comp le te the inter ior co lour 
s c h e m e wh ich has a 1980s 
look and feel to it. Cons ider ing 
the R e n e g a d e is des igned 
wi th peop le car ry ing very 
m u c h in m ind , w e wou ld have 
expec ted to see rear lap 
restra ints f i t ted as s tanda rd . 

A s ing le leg tab le s lots in 

Sicace at the sides continues to the rear with wardrobe on offside.. . and extra cubby hole on the nearside. 
J 
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TEST EXTRA 
:erAe€^ tne two rows of seats 
to provide dinette seating for 
' C o ' .Vhen not in use, the leg 
stores in the wardrobe and the 
top can be put over the engine 
deck behind the rear seat. An 
alternative location we found 
for the table when it was not 
required was beside the seat 
against the offside wall. 

All furniture is ply with a light 
oak finish and dark wood 
beading for the edgings. De­
spite its billing as a budget-
priced camper the Renegade 
is finished to a good standard 
as well as having features 
many other costlier motor 
caravans would like to boast, 
for example 'brass' handles 
and piano hinges for the cup­
board doors. Likewise the 
bright red velvet-style material 
for the curtains which extend 
all round the van at night time. 

The rear bench seat is 
flanked by small armrest-cum-
work surfaces which offer cup­
board space accessible by 
stylish rounded doors at the 
front and hinged lids on top. 
The unit on the nearside 
houses a 61b Camping Gaz 

Flip up the seat squabs for two-ring cooker and sink 

cylinder on the floor and has a 
shelf. 

These cupboard units ex­
tend along each side of the 
van to offer a storage bin on 
the nearside and wardrobe, 

with a hanging depth of 35in, 
on the offside. The latter is the 
only item of furniture extend­
ing above the vehicle's waist­
line which means you get ex­
cellent vision all round. 

Side windows slide open, extra 
windows in elevating section 

Rounded edges add distinctive 
look to interior 

DANBURY VW RENEGADE 
£13,750 
Converter 
Dawsons Danbury Ltd, Kin Royal Forge. Mellis Common. 
Mellis, Suffolk IP23 8EB. S 037983 8282. 
BODY 
Type: elevating roof. 
Berths: two. 
Construct ion: Volkswagen 
Transporter with additional 
windows in body and GRP 
elevating roof plinth. 
Insulat ion: air space between 
outer walls and inner panels. 
Carpet material roof lining. 
Carpet floor. 
Doors: two in cab, nearside 
sliding door, tailgate. 
INTERIOR 

L ight ing: single-tube fluores­
cent strip light, cab courtesy 
light, rear courtesy light. 
Standard equipment in­
cludes: Spinflo Mk X two-ring 
hob and grill, stainless steel 
sink with 21/2-gal fresh water 
supply, single leg table, war­
drobe. 
Factory-f i t ted opt ions: rear 
lap restraints, bunk beds, 
mains hook-up package. 

BASE VEHICLE 
Toilet room: no. 
Gas system: on-board capac­
ity for single 6lb Camping Gaz 
cylinder. 
Electrical sys tem: 12v DC 
supply from vehicle battery. 

Model: Volkswagen Trans­
porter. 
Engine: 1913cc, 4cyl horizon­
tally opposed. Max power 
78bhp at 4600rpm, max tor­
que 104lb.ft at 2600rpm. 

Base vehicle looks and handling 
are enhanced by spoiler 

Transmiss ion: four-speed 
manual, rear-wheel drive. 
Suspension: front indepen­
dent double wishbones, prog­
ressive coil springs with tele­
scopic shock absorbers, anti-
roll bar; rear independent trail­
ing arms, miniblock springs 
with telescopic shock absor­
bers. 
Steering: rack and pinion. 
Brakes: front discs, rear 
drums, dual circuit, servo-
assisted. 
Factory-f i t ted op t ions: full 
range of diesel, turbo-diesel 
and fuel-injected engines; 
five-speed manual or three-
speed automatic transmis­
sions, power-assisted steer­
ing, anti-lock brakes, syncro 
four-wheel drive. 
Importer: VAG (UK) Ltd, 
Commercial Vehicle Division, 
Frankland Drive, Blagrove, 
Swindon SN5 8YU. S 0793 
40231. 

There's further storage 
space in the base of the bench 
seat and a single overhead 
locker behind the seat. It adds 
up to easily enough space for 
two peoples' camping. If more 
are going on holiday you will 
need to specify the option of 
roof beds or buy an annexe for 
extra sleeping berths. 

Cooking and washing facili­
ties are kept out of sight when 
not in use in the bases of the 
rear facing seats. When it's 
time to do the cooking the 
nearside seat cushion tips 
back and you pull up the cook­
er - two rings and a grill - to 
rest on the seat base. It's a 
tried and trusted Renegade 
method. A similar operation 
with the offside seat also re­
veals a stainless steel sink 
with cold water supply 
pumped from the 10-litre con­
tainer adjacent. 

These facilities, albeit basic, 
are efficient enough. That's no 
criticism, many people feel 
they do not need full cooking 
and washing facilities - for in­
stance, many Continental 
models we test do not have a 

Overall length 15ft, overall width 
6ft 1in, overall height including 
roof vents 7ft. 

r 
cs CS 

c S 

ST S/B ST 

ST w 

Key: CS cab seats, C cooker. 
S sink, SB seat (converts to 
double bed), W wardrobe, St 
Storage. 
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E 5 _ E X T R A 

• T T - a S r i : a".."isay And 
" r : . : :e _ :• ; ; - a Voiks-
izi- i n v e r s i o n just 

: - :~es the argument 
- - a . : . - B i g Red. 

2~e D-oDlem we did find 
,: r : i is layout was that the 
: : : - :e r and sink could not be 
= - up with the table in posi-

: ; n . This means a quick trans-
fcmation from kitchen (cooker 
and sink up) to dinette (table 
up). 

At night time a large double 
bed 6ft 3in x 3ft 7in is easily 
made by pulling forward the 
squab of the rear bench seat 
and allowing the cushions to 
drop in to position. A large 
loop pull in the middle of the 
mattress makes converting 
the bed back to a seat an 
equally easy operation. 

The elevating roof is just as 
convenient. Four interior clips 
hold it down.When these are 
undone the elevating section 
just pushes up and metal 
stays at the front and back 
keep it up. The purpose of the 
roof in the two-berth is to give 
more headroom, 6ft of it, when 
the vehicle is parked up, 

Elevating roof is a simple design which is surprisingly sturdy 

although small 'windows' in 
the striped vinyl sides do let in 
slightly more light. Twin roof 
vents with flyscreens provide 
the ventilation. 

Any doubts about the stabil­
ity of the roof were soon dis­
pelled when the elevating sec­
tion was put up during a really 
windy day on the coast. The 
conditions were enough to 
rock the van, but the roof 
stayed steady. 

This is a very versatile con­
version, as was proved by us 
in our week of testing, where 
Big Red performed a number 
of roles apart from just that of 
camper. We also used it as a 
six-seater (four adults and a 
child were comfortably accom­
modated), and as a load 
carrier (a large bed and a bike 
were swallowed up with ease). 

The Renegade is also the 
type of camper which people 

might like to consider as an in­
troduction to motor caravan­
ning - there's enough in the 
way of life support equipment 
to give a taste of what it's all 
about. Or if you want a vehicle 
which is easy to drive, copes 
with unusual loads and en­
ables you to stop at the road­
side for a cup of tea, it's ideal. 
At £13,750 it's about the 
cheapest all-new VW-based 
conversion you can buy • 

r > — « m D . J . MOTORCARAVANS 
FOR VALUE AND QUALITY 

OUR PAST TRACK RECORD IS YOUR GUARANTEE OF GOOD SERVICE 

DISTRIBUTORS FOR ADRIATIK, CHALLENGER • g j » j » \ § i • • AND fl 0 [J) H H INDUSTRIES 

Over 30 low mileage privately used motor caravans always in stock 
COACHBUILTS 
Hat Ducato 'Challenger'. Choice of floor plans and colours, superb conversion List 
Talbot 'Adriatik. The latest conversion by 'Adr ia ' - one of Europe's largest caravan manufacturers List 
D151 1987 Elddis 'Autofcing 630CK on a LWB Fiat Ducato diesel, 6 berth, 13,500 miles, winner of UDTS 
Motorcaravan Award £21,500 
1988 E Elddis Autostratus. delivery mileage only. Absolutely as new Fiat Ducato AL-KO chassis, 5 berth, 
fantastic saving off list D"« |n £16,995 
1987 D Mercedes 207D 'Apache' by Autotratl. Hve berth, one private owner, l2,b<J0 miies, still looks and 
drives like new -- H 7,995 
1987 D Mercedes 210 'Challenger', 5 berth, flush toilet, new conversion, 13,750 miles only, fantastic saving 
off list D « e in 
1985 Ford Travelhome S Super Luxury Coachbuilt, four berth, flagship of Autohomes, 13,600 miles, 
unbelievable condition £11,995 
1985 Tandy Fox 'Reliant', a!i fibre glass body, two berth, superb original condition, 7,300 miles only. Must 
be seen £6,495 
1986 C Tandy Pony, Three berth, demountable, 19,000 miles, super dual-purpose motorcaravan. Still looks 
and drives like new £6,495 
1982 Y Bedford Pioneer 1004, SWB, four berth, two owners from new, 39,750 miles, service history, 
outstanding condition for its year £8,995 
1981 Ford Motorhome Mklll with luxury pack shower toilet five berth, gas conversion, super condition for 
its year £6,995 
1980 Toyota Odyssey Mini American coachbuilt, four berth, flush toilet, shower, heater, large fridge, 
29,000 miles only £8,495 
1979 Ford SWB Advantura, four berth, 46,000 miles, service history, outstanding condition for its year, 
shower, toilet - £6,495 
1988 D149 Fiat Ducato LWB 'Falcon' by Doncaster Motorhomas, four berth, shower and toilet, compart­
ment, large fridge, 3,140 miles £14,495 
1980 V Ford LWB Advantura, six berth, shower/toilet comp, 42,000 miles, outstanding condition for its 
year - £7,495 

1974 Ford 3rtr Road Ranger. Four berth, shower, toilet comp, superb quality conversion, must be seen, 12 
months MoT £3,995 
1987 D126 Travelhome MkV by Airtohome*. Only 3,500 miles, fantastic saving off list £16,495 

HI-TOPS & ELEVATING ROOFS 
1987 Volkswagen Richard Holdsworth Mkll Villa turbo diesel, 15,240 miles, special paintwork, Zig unit, 
radio, etc, as new £14,995 
1986 Talbot Autosleeper Sportsman SL, elevating roof, toilet comp, heating, 8,700 miles, cycle rack, 
fantastic saving off list £11,495 
1986 Renault Autosleeper RV50, elevating roof, 7,300 miles, still looks new, fantastic saving off list ...£10,995 
1986 VW 2Hr 78bhp Vision by Richard Holdsworth, rear kitchen, separate dinette, swivel seats, super 
conversion £11,995 
D139 1986 C VW 2rtr 78bhp Supreme, four berth, hi-top, 24,000 miles from new, outstanding condition, 
still looks new £10,495 
D72 1985 Colt Siesta 1600, five berth Spacemaker roof, one owner from new, Zig unit, Proprex heater, 
radio, 22,300 miles, mint £9,995 
1983 D131 Rat Pandora by Autohomes. Fridge, mains hook-up, solid-sided, elevating roof, 29,373 miles, 
superb condition £4,995 
D119 1980 W VW LT28 'Pampas Nevada'. Three berth, you must see this vehicle to appreciate its 
condition, loads of extras £6,995 
1979 D109 Ford Autosleeper. Elevating roof, four-berth, complete with fridge, excellent condition for its 
year, 12 months MoT £3,995 
1979 Bedford 2.3 Autosleeper, four berth, elevating roof, 55,000 miles, outstanding condition for its year, 
real value £4,495 
1975 Ford Wayfarer. Four-berth, solid-sided, elevating roof, 55,000 miles with service history, radio, fridge, 
etc £2,995 

LATEST ARRIVALS 
1982 Y D169 Bedford SV100 by Autosleeper, 31,000 miles, four berth coachbuilt, fibre-glass body, shower, 
hot/cold, heating, superb example £9,995 
1986 C D177 Fiat Autostratus by Elddis, diesel, six berth, shower, cassette toilet, oven, heating, split 
charger, much sought after van, still looks new £16,495 
1980 W D174 Ford Mklll Travelhome, five berth, 26,000 miles, oven, heating, shower/toilet compartment, 
super condition for its year ..£6,995 
1983 A D178 Volkswagen Kamper by Autohomes, 43.000 miles, Zig unit, radio, solid-sided elevating roof, 
awning, service history £8,495 
1987 0162 Renault Autosleeper Rapport, four berth. 2.000 miles only, as new, fantastic saving off 
list £11.995 
1984 Volkswagen Kameo by Autohomes, ? berth, hi-lop, diesel engine, host of extras £8,995 
1988 E D183 Ford Escort WR conversion, 2 berth, only 3,500 miles, still looks new £7.495 
1978 Fiat Super Amigo, 43.000 miles, four berth, fantastic condition for its year £2,995 

WANTED! WANTED! MOTOR CARAVANS URGENTLY REQUIRED - BUYER WILL C A L L PROMPTLY 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK „ , „ „ + STOCKISTS 

n , M . ^ Tel: 0922 611248/9 P R O P E X H E A T E R S 

I J ->l - I * l O T O r V / 3 r & V 3 { l $ We are situated /ust 3 mmuies from 

1 1 9 / 1 2 1 DARLASTON ROAD, mjuncuonlrMVL?Za7shom,heend RALEIGH 
WALSALL, AWNINGS 

WEST MIDLANDS. 
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