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Col t Pioneer — noisy radio. 

Noisy radio/ 
consumption Colt Pioneer 
Since b u y i n g m y new Co l t P ioneer , 
I — l i ke e v e r y o n e else — have been 
bedev i l l ed b y a very no isy a n d 
v i r t u a l l y useless r a d i o , w h i c h is t h e 
s tandard f i t t i n g . Having gone 
t h r o u g h q u i t e an o r d e a l , m i n e n o w 
w o r k s reasonab ly w e l l , so I t h o u g h t 
I m i g h t raise t h e sub jec t f o r o t h e r 
C o l t o w n e r s a n d w a r n t h e m o f 
some of t h e p i t f a l l s . I f i r s t c o n ­
su l ted a n u m b e r o f ' e x p e r t s ' . T h e y 
all said t h a t I had a cheap aerial 
f i t t e d in t h e w r o n g place a n d 
suggested var ious rep lacements , al l 
o f w h i c h were ug ly a n d vanda l -
p r o n e . Most w a n t e d t o b o r e holes 
in t h e f r o n t o f t h e cab , w h i c h 
w o u l d have l o o k e d even worse . 
I d e c l i n e d , w h i c h t u r n e d o u t t o be 
r i g h t , f o r t h e ex is t i ng aer ia l is 
a d e q u a t e , i f n o t p e r f e c t . I t was t h e n 
suggested t h a t t h e s t a n d a r d Co l t 
rad io is also a cheap j o b , so I go t 
t h e agent t o t r y a ve ry expensive set 
in i ts place — resu l t , no i m p r o v e ­
m e n t w h a t e v e r . Having s o r t e d these 
e x p e r i m e n t s o u t , we t h e n go t d o w n 
t o t h e real cause o f i t a l l — in ter ­
fe rence f r o m t h e eng ine, i n sp i te o f 
an assurance f r o m C o l t t h a t al l t h e 
c o r r e c t suppressors were in p lace. 
T h e y have, i t seems, ' go t i t w r o n g ' , 
f o r a lo t o f noise came f r o m t h e 
c a r b u r e t t o r b y i ts f u e l i n t a k e t o t h e 
ad jacen t r o c k e r t o p b o l t . I d o n o t 
k n o w w h y , since t h e y are b o l t e d 
t o g e t h e r v ia t h e engine b l o c k . 
D iss imi la r meta ls m a y be t h e 
answer f o r , w h e n a 5- inch b r a i d e d 
me ta l s t rap was f i t t e d f r o m t h e 
c a r b u r e t t o r b y i ts f u e l i n t a k e t o 
t h e ad jacen t r o c k e r t o p b o l t , t he re 
was an i m m e d i a t e m a r k e d i m p r o v e ­
m e n t . B u t i t s t i l l w a s n ' t q u i t e r igh t . 
T h e balance o f t h e noise van ished 
w h e n a suppressed c o w l was f i t t e d 
c o m p l e t e l y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e d i s t r i ­
b u t o r . These, I u n d e r s t a n d , were 
o n c e f ree ly avai lab le b u t n o t any 
m o r e . The agent got m i n e d i r e c t 
f r o m t h e A u d i s table a n d d o c t o r e d 
i t t o f i t . 

T h e o n l y noise I n o w get is 
some ' m u s h ' f r o m w e a k signal 
s ta t ions . I haven ' t t a k e n t h e m a t t e r 
a n y f u r t h e r b u t t h e s o l u t i o n is e i the r 
t o get a f l e x i b l e r u b b e r aerial 
m o u n t e d o n t h e r o o f w h e n t h e 
b o d y is c o n s t r u c t e d or t o f i t a 
signal boos te r i n t o ex i s t i ng set. T h e 
agent w h o d i d al l t h e head-scra tch ing 
was Br ian o f Express I g n i t i o n , 
B o u r n e m o u t h ( 0 2 0 2 - 3 6 2 8 6 ) . Th is 
very p a t i e n t a n d h e l p f u l g e n t l e m a n 
said i t was o n e o f t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t 
p r o b l e m s he had ever e n c o u n t e r e d 
a n d I a m g r a t e f u l t o h i m f o r his 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o get i t r i gh t . 

O n t h e sub jec t o f f u e l c o n ­
s u m p t i o n , w h i c h was one o f m y 

reasons f o r b u y i n g a C o l t in t h e 
f i r s t p lace , I f o u n d t h a t us ing t h e 
r e c o m m e n d e d 2-star p e t r o l a n d 
d r i v i n g i t as a local r u n a b o u t , 2 0 — 
2 2 m p g was o b t a i n e d . It ran ra the r 
s luggishly a n d p i n k e d f r e q u e n t l y . 
Co l ts have c h e c k e d t h e t u n i n g a n d 
assure m e t h a t i t is c o r r e c t . T h e y 
also said t h a t , w h e n l o a d e d , i t is 
near t o i ts m a x i m u m w e i g h t so t h a t 
2 0 / 2 2 m p g a n d some p i n k i n g w e r e 
o n l y t o be e x p e c t e d . F i n d i n g t h i s 
hard t o be l ieve, I t h e n changed t o 
3-star p e t r o l , w i t h t h e resul t t h a t 
t h e fue l c o n s u m p t i o n j u m p e d t o 2 8 
as a r u n a b o u t and a r o u n d 3 0 m p g 
o n runs. T h e p i n k i n g a n d ra the r 
sluggish r u n n i n g also van ished . 

I w o u l d be m o s t in te res ted t o 
hear o f o t h e r readers ' exper iences 
o n these a n d o t h e r m a t t e r s re C o l t 
Pioneers, in t h e in terests o f h a p p y 
m o t o r c a r a v a n n i n g . 

R J D a v e y , F a i r m i l e , 
C h r i s t c h u r c h , Do rse t 

My thanksto the new 'alliance'/ 
British-Foreign base vehicles 
May I, t h r o u g h t h e c o l u m n s o f 
M M M , t h a n k J o h n Car te r ( M M M 
B e d f o r d c o n s u l t a n t ) a n d M i k e 
G o o d e f r o m B i r m i n g h a m f o r t h e i r 
exce l l en t service, w h i c h I received 
w h e n hav ing an o v e r d r i v e f i t t e d o n 
t o m y 1 9 7 7 B e d f o r d M o t o r h o m e 
M k 2. 

I f i r s t heard a b o u t the o v e r d r i v e 
c o n v e r s i o n in M M M ear l ier t h i s year . 
As m y M o t o r h o m e is l e f t - h a n d 
d r i v e , I c o n t a c t e d J o h n Car ter t o 
check w h e t h e r t h i s posed a n y 
p r o b l e m s . By r e t u r n o f pos t , J o h n 
supp l i ed all t h e i n f o r m a t i o n , and 
t h e o v e r d r i v e was f i t t e d b y M i k e 
G o o d e t w o weeks later . T h e van 
was le f t w i t h h i m f o r one w e e k , 
t h e o v e r d r i v e f i t t e d , p r o p shaf t 
s h o r t e n e d and n e w UJs f i t t e d , t o t a l 
cost inc lus ive £ 3 0 0 . 

O n m y w a y h o m e f r o m B i r m i n g ­
h a m , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e o v e r d r i v e 

V W Danbury with wheelchair lift. 

Motorcaravanning when 
disabled 
I a m in te res ted in a c q u i r i n g a 
m o b i l e h o m e f o r m y w i f e and m y ­
self , poss ib l y a n e w o r ve ry l o w 
mi leage V o l k s w a g e n . M y w i f e is 
c o n f i n e d t o a w h e e l c h a i r a n d is 
t o t a l l y unab le t o he lp herself . 
T h e r e f o r e , I w o u l d need t o be ab le 
t o get t h e cha i r i n t o t h e m a i n p a r t 
o f t h e veh ic le . 

Can y o u poss ib ly s u p p l y a n y 
i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h w o u l d be he lp ­
f u l ? 

C Beet , D e r b y 
For adaptations for the disabled, 
I think you'll find the following 
able to assist: 
Dawson Danbury, Main Road, 
Danbury, Chelmsford, Essex. (They 
have supplied a VW with side door 
hydraulic lift.) Neill & Bennett, 
7 Wyngate Road, Cheadle Hulme, 
Cheshire, SK8 6ER. (They convert 
vehicles but particularly Renault 
and Talbot frontwheel drive with 
low floor — when a ramp is suitable. 
This is much cheaper than a lift.) 

The following has, in the past, 
adapted ordinary motorcaravans for 
wheelchair access: Corvesgate 
Coachcraft, Unit 17, Elliott Road, 
West Howe, Bournemouth, Dorset. 
Ed 

s t o p p e d w o r k i n g a n d , o n r e t u r n i n g 
h o m e , I t e l e p h o n e d M i k e G o o d e , 
w h o i m m e d i a t e l y g o t in his car and 
d r o v e f r o m B i r m i n g h a m t o S o u t h 
Wales t o so r t o u t t h e p r o b l e m . As 
he was unab le t o c u r e i t (a f te r 
w o r k i n g o n t h e p r o b l e m f r o m 9 p m 
t o m i d n i g h t ) he t h e n ar ranged t o 
f i t a n o t h e r o v e r d r i v e u n i t . T h e 
f o l l o w i n g F r i d a y , he ar r i ved at m y 
house w i t h a n o t h e r u n i t . ( T h e f a u l t 
was d iagnosed as a f a u l t y s o l e n o i d 
o n t h e o r ig ina l u n i t . Th is was 
changed a n d t h e n w o r k e d p e r f e c t l y . ) 

I t h e n w e n t a w a y in t h e van f o r 
a w e e k e n d and f o u n d an o i l leak 
had deve loped in t h e s o l e n o i d , 
c o n t a c t e d M i k e G o o d e a n d ar ranged 
t o t a k e t h e van t o B i r m i n g h a m f o r 
t h e p r o b l e m t o be sor ted o u t a n d , 
a t t h e same t i m e , I w o u l d c o l l e c t 
an exhaus t sys tem f r o m J o h n 
Car ter . 

T h e p r o b l e m was c u r e d a n d over 
1 0 0 0 mi les later , I a m d e l i g h t e d 
w i t h t h e o v e r d r i v e u n i t a n d I w o u l d 
l i ke t o t h a n k J o h n a n d M i k e f o r 
t h e exce l l en t service I rece ived. 

F o r t h e r e c o r d , m y m p g f o r 
5 0 0 0 mi les p rev ious t o hav ing t h e 
o v e r d r i v e f i t t e d was an average o f 
2 0 . 8 at speed o f 5 0 / 5 5 m p h . T h e 
1 0 0 0 mi les since f i t t i n g has w o r k e d 
o u t a t 2 6 . 2 m p g a t speeds o f 6 0 

Bedford M o t o r h o m e 
f rom overdrive. 

m p h , a cons iderab le i m p r o v e — * - : 
T h e engine noise d rops w h s -
engaging o v e r d r i v e and at 6C ~"P" 
t h e o n l y noise I hear is w i n d no'se 
b e t w e e n t h e l u t o n and t h e ceo 
(When is some en te rp r i s ing c o m ­
p a n y go ing t o m a n u f a c t u r e a 
m o u l d i n g t o f i t b e t w e e n l u t o n anc 
cab o n t h e M k 2? T h e r e mus t oe 
q u i t e a f e w o f us d r i v i n g a r o u n d . 

M y o w n M k 2 is f i t t e d w i t r a 
second b a t t e r y and a S h u r f l o 
i so la to r , i n t e r i o r reading i igh ts a n d , 
t o c o p e w i t h t h e ex t ra p o w e r d ra in 
I have rep laced t h e A C Delco 
a l t e r n a t o r (35 a m p ) w i t h a Lucas 
2 3 A C R (65 a m p ) - supp l i ed by 
M i k e G o o d e — a n d so fa r have 
spent u p t o f o u r n igh ts away at a 
t i m e w i t h no f l a t b a t t e r y p r o b l e m s . 

Since pu rchas ing t h e v a n , I have 
s team-c leaned u n d e r n e a t h i t ( i t was 
re la t i ve l y rust f ree) and W a x o y l e d , 
i n c l u d i n g inside t h e d o o r s and 
p i l l a rs ; also f i t t e d new covers and 
l i ned cu r ta ins ( b o u g h t f r o m A u t o -
homes U K L t d . 

M y n e x t p r o j e c t is t o f i t a Carver 
Cascade w a t e r heater , n e w self-
p r i m i n g ( q u i e t ) w a t e r p u m p , new 
p l u m b i n g , f i t a s h o w e r a n d new 
f o l d i n g washbas in . 

M y van has n o w covered 50 0 0 0 
m i l e s , does n o t use any o i l be tween 
services ( 6 - m o n t h l y in terva ls ) a n d 
I have it t u n e d b y a special ist 
c o m p a n y o n c e a year . A l l m a i n t e n ­
ance and serv ic ing is ca r r ied o u t b y 
m y f i r m ' s w o r k s f i t t e r . 

One p o i n t raised r e c e n t l y by a 
reader c o n c e r n e d n e w r u s t y base 
vehic les used f o r convers ions . M y 
o w n c o m p a n y has a f l ee t o f 8 
Mercedes vans ( 2 0 7 , 3 0 7 , 5 0 8 and 
6 0 8 D , t h e o ldest being 1 9 7 8 ) . 
T h e y n o w s h o w ex tens ive signs o f 
r u s t , i n c l u d i n g a 1 9 8 2 3 0 7 D and 
n o n e o f these vehic les has exceeded 
6 5 0 0 0 mi les w i t h o u t e i ther a m a j o r 
engine r e b u i l d o r n e w engine — and 
Mercs are e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t engines 
t o w o r k o n (worse t h a n t h e 
B e d f o r d s l ) . B rake p r o b l e m s t o o are 
a c o m m o n o c c u r r e n c e . We opera te 
f o u r F o r d T rans i t s a n d t o - d a t e all 
have exceeded 1 2 0 0 0 0 mi les w i t h ­
o u t r e p l a c e m e n t engines. T h e y have 
had s o m e rust p r o b l e m s , m a i n l y 
n e w w ings . M y p o i n t is t h a t Br i t i sh 
base vehic les are no worse than 
f o r e i g n base vehic les a n d , in m y 
o p i n i o n , are e x t r e m e l y g o o d vehicles 

B Davies, G w e n t 
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