
NENE VALLEY MOTORCARAVANS 
FIRST YEAR ANNIVERSARY SALE I 

Three contenders for the smallest, amongst 
part of Nene Valley's secondhand display. 

~"e weather was certainly not at all kind for 
're opening weekend of Nene Valley's Sale, 
<\ cn took place during the first nine days 
r February. The bitterly cold temperatures 
a"c ever threatening drizzle did nothing to 
e-co^ -age people to leave the comforts of 
~r.ex centrally heated houses, which was a 
5'eat shame as there was plenty of interest 
~.zze seen. Alister Whitmore and his staff 
~ac 10 less than 98 'vans on show, 31 of 

cn were new. Danbury, Devon, Glendale 
3T.z Richard Holdsworth had sent along 
pe rsonnel to provide information about their 
own motorcaravans, and a representative 
from VW was also there. Last but by no 
~eans least Alister had arranged for advice 
on finance to be available. When customers 
-'et that they could stand the cold no longer, 

z-e, crisps and coffee were provided in 
: - e warmth of the office. Needless to say, 
.•• "e r I was there on the first Sunday of the 
Sale, the office was the most popular place 

On show outside were models from 
-.^tohomes, Auto-Sleepers, CRV, Danbury, 
Ze.z-. Glendale, GT Motorised, 

dsworth, Jurgens, Motorhomes Inter-
~a : cnal. Reimo, Tandy and Travelworld, 
z - s other secondhand examples too 
~-.~e rous to be listed here. Amongst such 
a erze collection of 'vans, it was difficult to 

.'.••~ere tc s:art | decided to think 
ezzrre extremes. Firstly, the most 
e - c e - s . e ~ - s was a Glendale 3000 GLX, 
: - - a: I_ca:o. Dnced at £ 1 9 500. As might 
: e e> : e : : e c " 'cthe price, the interior was 
zeerr. . J X ^ ^ O J S . The swivelling 
: a ; : a . _ s e a ' ; - r e cab gave real comfort 
e~z -rzzz". a~z <ez the layout in which 
're . -z e'ea .-.as a n^ost divided into two 
j e : = ' = : e : = - 5 z. 're central work surface. 
- s ; :e ~rr z ree .'.as no feeling that the 
; : a : : _ ; ' e ; s :*:~eaccommodation had 
zee' nr zez :.eizer\y intrigued by 
re E ze-zr ;:oraqeunit. I'd love one of 

The most expensive — Glendale's luxurious 3000 GLX. 

Valuable extra storage is provided by the 
slide-out unit housed above the Glendale's 
refrigerator. 

Central work surface separates kitchen 
from larger dining area on Glendale. 

Coming back down to earth, I next went 
to look for the cheapest 'van on show. This 
turned out to be a ' J ' registration 
Canterbury on a Ford Transit, which was 
priced at £ 1 5 5 0 . It just goes to show that 
there was something to suit all pockets. 
Continuing with my idea of searching for the 
extremes, finding the smallest turned out to 
be not quite so straightforward. There were 
several possible contenders. Was it to be a 
Tandy's Fox, or possibly the Fiat Amigo? In 
the end the 550cc twin cylinder Daihatsu 
got my vote. A home-build conversion with 
a Y registration, it was priced at £ 4 4 9 5 . 
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- s : e , ' , a : ~ : ' r - ,aa~tenng 
izzz. = ~ ; : a - : ~ a - ^ - p o s e m a d e 
:~ t~a~ ta t : _ ' " . t w a s a Mercedes 
,vt~ a l a . -; cody . On that d ismal day it 

zz-ez r a t ~ e r s a d and t ired but must 
a • a z . e~ :s t w o owners s o m e luxurious 
a. a - t~e oast, i was amused by the 
iz a t c s .vnich had been f i t ted at either 
35 zJ -."a cab . Perhaps that could be the 

olut ion wh ich drivers of the Talbot Express 
.'a coking for! 

" a t tempt ing to find s o m e motor -
a-a. ans wh ich were rather more 'midd le of 
~e 'ange ' , yet still perhaps less frequently 
'. T - 6 1 about , I wen t on to explore the 
_-cens Autovil la. On a Bedford CF 3 5 0 and The Jurgens Autovi l la, for sale at £16 295. 

The largest — a Mercedes wi th special bui ld 
Davik body. 

"av ing doub le rear wheels, it was pr iced at 
£15 295.1 found that the dark colours and 
:?e net curtains comb ined to give the 
" tenor a slightly g loomy feel. I was also 
z saopointed by some of the more minor 
;e ta s wh ich I felt wou ld quickly b e c o m e 
a-noy ing when living in the 'van. The 
crockery cupboa rd ' s upward hinging door 
,vas not self suppor t ing when open and had 
to oe anchored in place by t w o horr id little 
p astic c a t c h e s w h i c h were most awkward 
t ; coerate and d idn ' t look at all long lasting. 
S "ti iariy, the f laps covering the cooker and 
s - < had to be p ropped open by means of a 

Inside the Mercedes. It needed some 
smartening up, but no-one could accuse it of 
being c ramped! 

crude sys tem of chains. It's hardly what one 
expects when paying that sort of money for 
a motorcaravan. On the plus side there w a s 
a huge venti lator in the roof and I l iked the 
capac ious shower room, the fact that the 
washbas in had its own water supp ly and the 
exterior television aerial control led f rom the 
interior. 

The cheapest — a ' J ' reg 
Canterbury on Ford Transit. 

On leaving the Jurgens I wen t to look at 
what appeared to be a new Danbury. Joy 
Dawson and Alan C o w h a n s h o w e d m e 
around the pro to type of the high top Luxury 
Lounger. Immediately evident w a s the 
striking upholstery. I loved it but could 
imagine that others might not. W h e n 
order ing, the cus tomer is able to specify the 
type of upholstery, so not everybody has to 
be so keen on bright colours! Danbury 's 
furniture is now all made f rom oak- faced ply 
and the Luxury Lounger will be equ ipped 
wi th an integral cooker /s ink unit wh ich will 
be removable for use outs ide the 'van, if 
required. This mode l will sell at £11 6 5 8 on 
the road, wi th all sorts of different opt ions 
available as extras. Other ideas Danbury are 
work ing on include a special convers ion for 
storing t w o sai lboards and the inclusion of a 
full length lined ward robe des igned to take 
wet suits. Finally, Joy told me about the four 
wheel drive Subaru convers ion they are due 
to br ing out. It 's a basic t w o ber th wh ich will 
be pr iced at £6993 . More detai ls about this 
will undoubted ly fol low in a future issue. • 

s -s . ' . „ x . r y Lounger, f rom the outside. Joy Dawson, Managing Director of Danbury, " loung ing luxur iously" 
inside their latest convers ion. 
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