
Your Letters 

One of the last of the Danburys — 
this is a series 2 on VW. 

Danbury Conversions 
Can y o u te l l me w h e t h e r D a n b u r y 
Convers ions are st i l l in business? 
I no t ice t h a t t h e y are no t i n c l u d e d 
in Peter Vaughan 's Buye rs ' G u i d e 
(December M M M ) a n d a le t ter t o 
th i s f i r m has been r e t u r n e d t o me 
b y t h e Post O f f i c e . Perhaps y o u 
c o u l d k i n d l y answer some o f t h e 
ques t ions I give b e l o w . 

M y vehic le is a W-reg is tered, 
V W 2- l i t re a u t o - r o o f m o t o r c a r a v a n 
(secondhand) a n d I w o u l d l i ke t o 
k n o w : a) t h e cost a n d ava i l ab i l i t y 
o f spare w a t e r c o n t a i n e r s (of t h e 
t a l l , square design — w e need t w o ) , 
b ) T h e b a t t e r y f o r t h e a u t o - r o o f / 
' f r i g . Does i t need any m a i n t e n a n c e , 
e g t o p p i n g - u p ? c) T h e n u m b e r o f 
D a n b u r y convers ions w i t h p i n e 
w o o d f i t t i n g s . We u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
o n l y a f e w such were made. We are 
a b s o l u t e l y d e l i g h t e d w i t h t h e 
vehic le . 

J V T h o m a s , Manchester 
Danbury Conversions ceased 
trading a year ago. There have been 
frequent references to this fact in 
MMM. You'll find a selection of 
water containers at any good 
caravan accessory store. Prices are 
from about £2 upwards. 

As you don't quote name or 
model of your second battery, I 
cannot say whether it's the low or 
no maintenance type — so keep an 
eye on the electrolyte level and top 
up, to just above plates, with 
distilled water rf necessary. 

There were not many 'pine 
Danburys' so you've something 
unusual that's worth cherishing. 
I cannot say exactly how many 
were made because there's now 
no-one there to ask! Ed 

Hong Kong enquirer 
I have a 1 9 7 3 c o p y o f M o t o r 
Caravan + C a m p i n g b u t the B r i t i sh 
T rade C o m m i s s i o n te l ls me t h a t y o u 
are n o w t h e equ iva len t magaz ine. 
I have l ived in A f r i c a b e f o r e a n d , 
wh i l s t t h e r e , c o n v e r t e d a V o l k s ­
wagen K o m b i i n t o a m o t o r c a r a v a n , 
using o n e o f t h e A u t o C a m p i n g 
Club 's p lans . I have n o w been 
a o p o i n t e d t o a n o t h e r p o s i t i o n in 
A f r i c a , ac tua l l y in Z i m b a b w e , and 
s n g iv ing serious t h o u g h t as t o 
v.hat pa r t i cu la r veh ic le I s h o u l d 
: = <e the re . I have t a x f ree c o n ­
cessions a n d w a n t t o m a k e use o f 
t h e m . One poss ib i l i t y is a V W 
-no to rcaravan a n d I w o u l d be 
c -a te fu l if y o u w o u l d let me have 
:~e names a n d addresses o f some 
— anu fac tu re rs w h o w o u l d s u p p l y 
n e such a vehic le a n d ship i t t o 
Z i m b a b w e . The veh ic le w o u l d have 
:o oe t h e a p p r o p r i a t e s p e c i f i c a t i o n 
"D- t h e c o u n t r y w h i c h inc ludes, f o r 
e x a m p l e , a l a m i n a t e d w indsc reen , 
- s . ' .e l ! as Engl ish m a n u f a c t u r e r s , 

I w o u l d l i ke t o k n o w t h e address o f 
t h e G e r m a n 'Wes t fa l i a ' w h o , I 
be l ieve, are t h e o f f i c i a l V W c o n ­
ver ters in G e r m a n y . Is t h e c u r r e n t 
V o l k s w a g e n (rear eng ined , air 
c o o l e d ) van m a r k e t e d in Z i m b a b w e ? 

A n y i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e above 
such as pr ices, spec i f i ca t ions etc 
w o u l d be w e l c o m e . I w o u l d also 
l ike a c u r r e n t issue o f y o u r maga­
z ine a n d a n y o t h e r issue w h i c h y o u 
m a y t h i n k a p p r o p r i a t e , t o give m e 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e above, such as 
one w i t h a road test o f a V W 
m o t o r c a r a v a n . (Cheque enclosed.) 
Please send t h e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d 
magaz ine b y a i r m a i l , as I w i s h t h e 
veh ic le , i f poss ib le , t o be avai lable 
in Z i m b a b w e in A p r i l . 

A n o t h e r p o s s i b i l i t y f o r m e is 
jus t t o sh ip a V W van a n d c o n v e r t i t 
m y s e l f . I a m p a r t i c u l a r l y in te res ted 
in t h e V W because o f its ve ry h igh 
g r o u n d c learance a n d super io r 
t r a c t i o n w h i c h resul ts f r o m t h e rear 
eng ine, rear -wheel -dr ive arrange­
m e n t w h i c h is the" best c o m b i ­
n a t i o n (shor t o f 4 -whee l -d r i ve ) f o r 
bush c o n d i t i o n s . Idea l l y , a n y 
veh ic le s h o u l d have a gas re f r iger ­
a t o r a n d reasonab ly large w a t e r a n d 
gas storage fac i l i t i es f o r e x t e n d e d 
stays in t h e b u s h . T h e names o f 
some dealers w h o w o u l d be w i l l i n g 
t o e x p o r t a t a x = f r e e V W van w o u l d 
be a p p r e c i a t e d . I l o o k f o r w a r d t o 
y o u r r e p l y . 

D T h o r n b e r , H o n g K o n g 
We have sent a copy of your letter 
to WV/GB and you can expect to 
hear from them. We have also sent 
a copy to all known VW converters 
in the UK, for appropriate action. 
You'll find prices in the Buyers' 
Guide in the magazine airmailed to 
you. 

The address of Westfaliawerke 
is: Franz-Knobel + Sohne K G, 
Am Sandberg 45, 4840 Wieden-
bruck, Germany. 

We know there are many VWs 
in Zimbabwe, but are not sure of 
the present position re marketing. 
A correspondent tells us that things 
are somewhat unsettled there at 
present. 

The air cooled VW is now being 
phased out, to be replaced by a 
water cooled model of similar 
layout and 1.9 litres capacity. Ed 

Deciding on a motprcaravan 
As a t e n t camper f o r m a n y years, 
I a m n o w t h i n k i n g o f pu rchas ing 
a m o t o r c a r a v a n a n d t o he lp me t o 
dec ide o n w h i c h m o d e l , I have been 
t a l k i n g w i t h as m a n y m o t o r c a r a v a n -
ners as possible a n d also reading 
y o u r h e l p f u l magaz ine . 

One t h i n g w h i c h I d o f i n d 
p u z z l i n g is t h a t w h i l e t h e V W is 
c lear ly very p o p u l a r , i t w o u l d 
appear f r o m t h e n u m b e r o f re fe ren­
ces t o t h e m a t t e r in ar t ic les , p lus 
t h e n u m b e r o f secondhand m o d e l s 
o f no t very advanced age w h i c h are 
adver t i sed as hav ing r e c o n d i t i o n e d 
engines, t h a t overhea t ing engines 
a n d expens ive repairs are very 
c o m m o n . 

Is t h i s so o r a m I read ing t o o 
m u c h i n t o th is apparen t f a u l t ? 
I s h o u l d be g lad t o k n o w w h a t y o u 
t h i n k . 

R P Jones, O l d W i n d s o r , Berksh i re 
It's a fact that 1600cc engines in 
older model VWs are sometimes 

prone to overheating around no 3 
cylinder when, if a valve breaks up 
and flies around, expensive damage 
can result. 

It's not inevitable — there are 
thousands of old VWs which have 
been 'around the clock' without 
trouble — but there is a tendency. 
A 'cooler compensator' claimed to 
overcome this problem is marketed 
by Peter H Williams, 42 Madoc 
Street, Llandudno, Gwynedd, LL30 
2TW. It has been fitted by many 
readers of MMM and we've had no 
reports of subsequent failures — nor 
have we any reports of similar 
trouble on the 'new shape' VWs, so 
it seems that Volkswagenwerke 
have done their homework 
correctly. Ed 

Sea route to Turkey? 
In M a y & J u n e 1 9 8 2 , o u r V W ' 7 2 
enab led us t o f o l l o w t h e D a n u b e 
f r o m t h e S lack Forest t o V i e n n a , 
Budapes t , Belgrade, w h e r e w e d i ­
ve r ted t o Sof ia en r o u t e t o T u r k e y . 
O u r t i m e schedule a l l o w e d us t o 
t rave l t o I s t a n b u l , Bursa, I zm i r , 
b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g o n an ove r land 
r o u t e t h r o u g h Greece. 

We f o u n d T u r k e y t o be so 
d e l i g h t f u l t h a t o u r M a y / J u n e 1 9 8 3 
h o l i d a y p lan is t o get t o I z m i r or 
Kusadasi as a s ta r t ing p o i n t t o 
f o l l o w t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n coast t o 
A n t a l y a and b e y o n d . We have in 
m i n d t o t a k e a sea r o u t e f r o m 
S o u t h e r n I ta ly e i ther d i r e c t t o 
I z m i r — o r via Greece. 

A r e y o u ab le t o let m e k n o w : 
1) T h e cheapest sea rou te (s ) avai l ­
ab le o r t h e sh ipp ing l ines t o w h o m 
I can address m y enqu i r ies and 
2) Insurance c o m p a n i e s w h o w o u l d 
give cover f o r t ravel in T u r k e y or 
Asia? 

N K n i g h t , B o u r n e m o u t h 
Is any reader able to assist us with 
this information? (We have nothing 
on file.) Ed 

The Thames Dormobile 
I so e n j o y e d reading t h e recent 
le t ters in M M M a b o u t t h e Thames 
D o r m o b i l e , hav ing used o n e o f 
these vans f o r w o r k m a n y years 
ago. It mus t have been sheer 
c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t , w h i l e l o o k i n g f o r 
s o m e t h i n g re l iab le a n d n o t t o o 
c o s t l y f o r m y parents , t o replace 
t h e o l d J2 t h e y were r u n n i n g 
( w h i c h , i n c i d e n t a l l y , has given years 
o f g o o d service and w o u l d car ry o n 
d o i n g so b u t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , m i g h t 
a t t r a c t t h e boys in b lue and so has 
been c o n d e m n e d to dea th ) in 
N o v e m b e r , w h i l e reading t h e local 
Exchange & M a r t , I n o t i c e d a 
Thames D o r m o b i l e f o r sale, in g o o d 
c o n d i t i o n . Having no t e l e p h o n e 
n u m b e r w i t h t h e adver t , and being 
some d is tance a w a y , we t o o k p o t 
luck and w e n t over t o have a l ook . 
Having t a k e n a w h i l e t o f i n d , we 
were p leasant ly surpr ised t o f i n d 
t h e vehic le was as g o o d as s ta ted. 
Being a 1 9 5 9 m o d e i , i t does need 
m i n o r w o r k t o the b o d y b u t t h e 
u n d e r n e a t h a n d t h e mechanics are 
in ve ry g o o d c o n d i t i o n . Since 
b u y i n g , we have had one or t w o 
l i t t l e n iggl ing fau l t s w h i c h have 
been a n n o y i n g b u t , o n t h e w h o l e , i t 
has p r o v e d t o be a very g o o d van 
indeed. T h e engine is real ly s m o o t h 

a n d runs l i ke a sewing m a c h i n e . A t 
5 5 — 6 0 m p h y o u can have a n o r m a l 
c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h o u t having t o 
s h o u t at each o t h e r . I t h i n k t h e 
i n te r i o r has been a l te red at some 
t i m e t o su i t t h e o w n e r ' s taste 
because i t d o e s n ' t l o o k o r ig ina l b u t 
i t 's q u i t e d i f f i c u l t t o te l l w i t h o u t 
d i rec t c o m p a r i s o n . 

The t h i n g I l ike a b o u t these vans 
is t h a t t h e y are f a i r l y easy t o m a i n ­
t a i n . T h e engine be ing inside helps 
and also t h e very g o o d g r o u n d 
c learance. T h e r e c a n ' t be m a n y o f 
t h e m a b o u t these days and I 
t h o r o u g h l y en joy d r i v i n g i t . I s t i l l 
have t h e o l d L D m o t o r c a r a v a n a n d 
also a B e d f o r d C A , w h i c h is used 
f o r w o r k a n d is u t t e r l y re l iab le. 
I t h i n k t h e ne ighbours bel ieve I 'm 
s ta r t i ng t o co l l ec t a n t i q u e s . 

O n t h e subject o f t h e J 2 , i t ' s a 
f i rst-class van b u t m u s t be serviced 
re l i g ious ly , especial ly greasing t h e 
k i n g p i n s , bushes a n d steer ing j o i n t s . 
If l o o k e d a f te r p r o p e r l y , these vans 
w i l l run f o r ever. 

Frank B u t l e r , She f f i e ld 

Watch those Sherpa rear doors! 

Don't sell your van/ 
Sherpa rear doors 
Regard ing t h e reader f r o m D o n -
caster w h o wishes t o sell his van 
because he is r e d u n d a n t ( N o v e m b e r 
M M M ) , m y w i f e and I b o t h fe l l 
v i c t i m s t o t h e recession b u t have 
w e l c o m e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to use 
our van to the utmost. We n o w 
have a very smal l i n c o m e and are 
b o t h under 6 0 years. (What use is 
m o n e y w h e n y o u ' r e dead?) 

Please advise readers w i t h 
Sherpas t o check t h e rear doo rs are 
kept w e l l o i l e d o r greased at t h e 
spr ing s tay . M i n e is, b u t s ix years ' 
wear had caused a s l ight recess in 
w h i c h t h e ro l le r j a m m e d a n d , in 
t r y i n g t o close t h e d o o r , i t t o r e a 
piece o f me ta l f r o m t h e b o d y o f 
tne van (very t h i n ) 0 2 0 in ) . O n 
i n s p e c t i o n , I f o u n d t h e o t h e r side 
was a b o u t t o do t h e same. I re-
par ied t h e m myse l f b u t i t w o u l d be 
very expens ive at a L e y l a n d agent 's . 

W h y d i d t h e e d i t o r sell his 
Sherpa w h e n he said i t was re l iab le 
and he had p u t in an o v e r d r i v e 
(qu i te expensive)? T h e B e d f o r d is 
so very a w k w a r d f o r m a i n t e n a n c e . 

C P inder , B e b i n g t o n , W i r r a l 
Why did we sell the Sherpa? The 
search for a bit more space. Just 
couldn't find an 1800 or 2000cc 
Sherpa with a big enough body, in 
spite of being on several dealers' 
'lists' "in case anything comes in". 

Agreed, the Bedford's engine is 
ridiculously inaccessible. You 
should hear the remarks of my 
local friendly Leyland agent 
(there's no nearby Bedford agent) 
when asked to do the odd job. Ed 
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